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DRAFT PROPOSAL
Traditional Ecological Knowledge Workshop - September 2014*
Sponsored by the California LCC, California Department of Water Resources, and potential co-partners and sponsors

Who? - The target audience for the 2014 Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) Workshop will be California Landscape Conservation Cooperative (LCC) Steering Committee members and partners, as well as Tribes**. The primary goal for the TEK Workshop is to bring state and federal agency staff and  LCC partners 'up-to-speed' on  issues and sensitivities surrounding TEK, leading to increased institutional support for tribal collaboration on TEK and opportunities for co-management of resources. Future workshops will be focused more towards Tribes and topics will be developed accordingly. 
What? - A one-day TEK Workshop attended by Tribes, agency staff and non-governmental organization (NGO) staff with experience working together and incorporating TEK in management practices. Interactive sessions will be held to encourage opportunities for information exchange and networking within and between tribal and non-tribal attendees. The number of attendees will be based on interest and available funds, but is initially envisioned to be about 60 people. A pre-TEK Workshop survey will be sent out in March or April for an estimate of interested parties.
When? - Tentatively scheduled for September or October 2014. The 2014 TEK Workshop may be held on a date adjacent to the 2014 CA LCC Affiliate Workshop (date TBD) to minimize travel for LCC Steering Committee members, partners, and Tribes that would wish to attend both events.
Where? - The 2014 TEK Workshop will be held in Sacramento. Future workshops will be held in northern and southern California for increased tribal participation.

Why?- "With a long history and deep connection to the Earth's resources, indigenous peoples have an intimate understanding and ability to observe the long-term impacts of climate change. Traditional ecological knowledge and tribal experience plays a key role in developing future science solutions to adapt to the impacts"[footnoteRef:1] [1: How climate change impacts indigenous communities [YottaFire - January 27, 2014] ] 

Summit Sponsors and the Connection to TEK
The California LCC is committed to including Tribes in the landscape conservation planning process, including setting priorities for research and LCC funding. The Department of Interior Secretarial Order 3289, issued March 2009, describes the relevance of LCCs in developing responses to climate change and also states that the "Department will support the use of the best available science, including traditional ecological knowledge, in formulating policy pertaining to climate change."[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Addressing the Impacts of Climate Change on America's Water, Land, and Other Natural and Cultural Resources] 

The CA LCC Science-Management Framework,  adopted in December 2013, approved the requirement  that TEK be incorporated into place-based and landscape conservation design projects that are funded by the CA LCC. A Tribal-TEK subcommittee was formed in May 2013 to increase tribal involvement and to identify ways of expanding the use of TEK in projects and planning efforts. The subcommittee recommended to the Steering Committee that a workshop  be held in 2014 for Steering Committee representatives and partners to understand the concept and the potential for it to inform conservation-related decisions. This proposal has been developed following approval by the Steering Committee for the 2014 TEK Workshop.
The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) has been a leading state agency in engaging Tribes on water planning  and resource management  issues. In 2009, the first Tribal Water Summit, hosted by the Tribal Water Summit Planning Team and DWR, brought together 300 high-level state, federal and tribal leaders. A second Tribal Water Summit was held in April 2013, to continue the commitment of tribal engagement in the 2013 Water Plan Update process.
The Guiding Principles and Statement of Goals for Implementation from the 2013 Tribal Water Summit[footnoteRef:3] outlines the commitment of DWR and a number of other state agencies and tribes to, among other goals,  "...work together to develop strategies and approaches that better incorporate Traditional/Tribal Ecological Knowledge into water and water-related resource planning and management".  [3:  DWR Tribal Water Summit 2013 website: http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/tribal2/tws/2013/index.cfm] 

The Implementation Plan Goals and Related Actions for the Tribal Water Summit identifies training for agencies regarding tribal sovereignty and cultural awareness as an objective for better incorporating TEK into resource planning and management activities. Another important objective is to develop "effective options, procedures, or protocols for sharing appropriate tribal information such as TEK to support management decisions". 
The 2013 California Water Plan Update, Volume 1 Strategic Plan,[footnoteRef:4]  lists the Roadmap for Action. Objective 12 is to Improve Tribal/State Relations and Natural Resources Management. Related Actions 12.3, 12.4 and 12.5 recommend incorporating TEK and increased collaboration with Tribes. [4:  Strategic Plan includes Objective 12, Related Action 12.7: State agencies should engage tribal communities in compiling and developing climate change adaptation and resilience strategies that will mitigate climate impacts to their people, waterways, cultural resources, or lands.] 

Recently, an internal Tribal Climate Change Coordination committee has been formed at DWR to advance the objectives in the Implementation Plan and the 2013 California Water Plan Update Strategic Plan. 
This proposed workshop  will help both the CA LCC and DWR meet their commitments for increased tribal engagement and incorporation of TEK into resource conservation planning efforts.

Proposed Budget
A. TEK Summit Costs (including venue, refreshments, Summit materials) - $25,000 
B. Travel fund for tribal representatives - $5,000
Total Proposed Budget - $30,000

*Date is tentative.Final date will be determined based on: a) CA LCC Affiliate workshop date; b) avoidance of conflicts with other conferences or meetings that might reduce the number of attendees;  and c) timing of availability of funds from sponsoring entities
**The term 'Tribes' is used for simplicity, but is meant to include all First Nations and Native American peoples
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